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2023 Job Application

Please complete the following application and return with your Resume to Sunshine @ maple.spring.gardens@gmail.com
Use as much space as you need to say what you want to say. Spaces left blank for your responses are expandable.
Name and contact information
Please include phone, email and physical address.

Availability
We work on farm Tuesday-Friday and Saturdays at Market. Our season of employment is Feb/March thru November, however we are interested in folks who are looking for long term positions with us. We do require a commitment of the full season. Our hours range from as early as 7:30am to as late as 5:30pm and shift with the sunlight and temperatures. Please let us know your availability and any regular time constraints you may have such as childcare, appointments, etc that would affect your ability to work during those time frames.
Work and education history
Tell me about the jobs you have had starting with high school years and onward and any educational experiences since high school.

What are your longer term goals for yourself?
Beyond a season working on the farm, what do you see yourself doing over the next few years that would be relevant to your work here?
Why do you want to work on the farm with us?
Work on the farm offers many rewards. It’s also frequently hot or cold and often hard and tiring and nearly always dirty. Why on earth do you want to do it?

Are you physically fit?
Most of the work on the farm doesn’t require massive physical strength, but it does require a physical and mental toughness and considerable endurance. Are you up to it? Are you able to squat or kneel for prolonged periods of time? Do you enjoy being outdoors in all kinds of weather?

Can you comfortably lift 30-50lbs? Can you leave personal issues at home and focus on the job at hand?
Do you smoke or otherwise use tobacco?
Tobacco and tomatoes are in the same family of plants and tobacco can harbor a very contagious virus that can be transmitted to many tomato varieties, thru smoke or contact with the hands of smokers. If you use tobacco products we would ask you to refrain from doing so at the farm or in the morning before coming to work. Use in the evening away from the farm is not an issue. Can you live with that?
What skills would you bring to the job? 
Planting, tending, harvesting and marketing the produce of the garden requires a wide variety of tasks, from planting seeds, to meticulously harvesting herbs, to picking strawberries, to running a weed eater, to smiling nicely at customers at the market. Tell us about the kind of skills you have and how good you are at learning new things.
Do you play/work well with others?

Working here means being a part of a crew of about 2-3 seasonal workers. Getting the job done and enjoying the process depends on everybody contributing to the cohesiveness of the crew. Can you get along well with a diverse group of people, support your crew members’ efforts, tell good stories, and pull your weight so to speak?
Do you have any experience with growing or harvesting culinary or medicinal herbs? 

Do you have any familiarity with the parts of medicinal plants that are harvested, or their uses?
We grow a variety of herbs here, both culinary and medicinal.  Please share any experience or knowledge you have working with herbs and which ones.  
If you are applying for the Apothecary position, please explain in detail your experience and education with making herbal preparations.

Do you consider your handling of objects to be light or heavy?

All herbs are more fragile than vegetables and require delicate handling to avoid bruising post-harvest and especially in the drying process.  In harvesting, it is important to handle herbs with a “light” grip and little pressure while still maintaining efficiency and speed.
This is not a deciding factor in your employment, please just share your thoughts and experience.
Do you have a contact allergy to any plants? 
Food allergies are not an issue as long as you can handle the plants.

Do you have any experience with marketing, social media, office work using excel or quickbooks, or any design work?

We are looking for one crew member who can be responsible for our social media presence as well as some marketing and other office tasks.  If you have a social media presence for yourself or any other work you have done, especially relating to herbal medicine, please list the handles. 
Why should we hire you?

Please add anything you think is relevant that is not already covered above.

Housing  
We do not offer on farm housing. Most of our staff commutes from either Hillsborough (12 miles), Chapel Hill or Durham (24 miles). Folks who are commuting often carpool.
Compensation

We pay hourly wages (subject to tax withholding), and plenty of produce, flowers and herbs are available to take home for your personal consumption. Other benefits include daily yoga before lunch and free access to our Medicinal Herb workshops when space is available. 
With an understanding that there is a lot of training involved when new to working on a production farm and specifically with Medicinal Herbs, what is a range of hourly wage that would work for you? 
References

Please provide names, email addresses and phone numbers for 3 references, with at least 1-2 former employers.
